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Oh high no: Ohio 
votes no on legal weed
BY JARRIK FARRAND
Staff Reporter
Initiative Issue Three, Ohio’s 
version of  Washington’s Initia-
tive 502, was defeated earlier 
this month by a two to one ma-
jority vote. This came after an 
October poll from Kent State 
University that found 58 percent 
of  registered Ohio voters were 
in favor of  legalizing marijuana. 
The initiative, similar to that 
of  Washington and Colorado’s, 
would have allowed adults 21 
and older to use, purchase and 
grow their own personal mari-
juana. 
Despite the majority, Issue 
Three wasn’t passed because of  
a hidden clause inside that vot-
ers refused to approve.
If  marijuana had been legal-
ized under Issue Three, a small 
group of  investors called Repon-
sible Ohio would have held ex-
clusive rights for the entirety of  
the state’s marijuana cultivation.
With only one party having 
the rights to cultivate, an oli-
gopoly would have formed and 
opportunities for small business-
es to spring up and grow would 
become null. 
The New York Times re-
ported that ResponsibleOhio 
consisted of  10 wealthy backers 
who were the main proponents 
of  the campaign. They poured 
nearly $25 million into the fund-
ing of  Issue Three.
The outcome shows that vot-
ers are willing to wait for mari-
juana legalization if  it means 
avoiding an oligopoly. Until 
then, it’s back to the drawing 
board in Ohio.
Because of  Ohio’s national 
signifi cance in elections and 
polling, many thought that le-
galization of  marijuana in that 
state would pave the way for the 
nation to follow suit. Only time 
will tell if  that is true.
Until then, 2016 will prove a 
pivotal year for marijuana prohi-
bition as the nation will carefully 
be watching California, Nevada, 
Arizona, Maine and Massachu-
setts as they all vote for similar 
initiatives.
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NOVEMBER 25, 2015. 
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FREE 16 OZ. SOFT DRINK 
just for opening your e-mail 
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you’ll be entered to 
WIN A FREE HD KINDLE.
Look for our survey 
that should have 
arrived in your 
Outlook account on 
October 28, 2015.
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The fi ght for equality  
Student protest
BY ELLIOTT LLERA
Online Editor
In the 1960s, Martin Luther 
King stood for racial equality. 
Half  a century later, students at 
Central are still standing. 
About 60 student activ-
ists formed a large circle in the 
middle of  the SURC dining area 
during Thursday’s lunch rush, 
creating a public forum to discuss 
racism on campus and in society.
The group requested Presi-
dent James Gaudino’s atten-
dance at the protest, inviting him 
to stand in the center of  the circle 
so they could vocalize their con-
cerns, ask questions, and make 
demands directly to the admin-
istration.
“My goal was that I wanted 
to be heard,” said Gianni Glover, 
one of  the event’s organizers. “I 
used that as a space to create a 
voice, to get people to hear us, 
and ultimately to gain the respect 
we deserve.”
The demonstration was or-
ganized as a call to action in re-
sponse to a letter sent out by the 
Concerned Student 1950 group 
– a student group named after 
the date black students could at-
tend the university – at the Uni-
versity of  Missouri.
Beatrice Wambuii, presi-
dent of  Central’s Black Student 
Union, said the protest was in-
tended to show solidarity with 
students at the University of  
Missouri by highlighting similar 
racial injustices that are occur-
ring at Central.
“I think when we started, it 
was for Mizzou, but then we 
started to internalize that the 
issues happening there aren’t 
just happening there,” she said. 
“They’re happening here as 
well.”
Issues that were discussed 
during the protest included: the 
underrepresentation of  minority 
student groups on campus; lack 
of  diversity in Central’s staff  and 
curriculum; and an ingrained 
culture of  racism in America.
To address these concerns, 
President Gaudino promised to 
attend meetings and events host-
ed by minority student groups 
more frequently in an eff ort to 
work closely with the protesters 
towards fi nding solutions. 
Glover, who also serves as the 
marketing executive for Cen-
tral’s Black Student Union, said 
that one of  the group’s ideas is to 
DISCUSSION Students gathered in the SURC last Thursday in solidarity with the University of Missouri and spoke about the lack of diversity among faculty, staff, and curriculum.
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BY JONATHAN GLOVER
News Editor
On Monday, Nov. 9, Univer-
sity of  Missouri President Tim 
Wolfe announced his resignation 
in response to growing pressure 
from students following multiple 
cases of  documented racism on 
the Mizzou campus.
According to CNN, docu-
mented accounts of  racism at 
Missouri span as far back as 
2010, when two white students 
scattered cotton balls outside the 
Black Culture Center–a well-
known center on campus, but 
especially recognized as a safe 
space for black students.
Recent events, however, 
reached a boiling point on cam-
pus when three separate accounts 
of  racist acts pushed students to 
challenge their president who, in 
their opinion, had done little to 
create a safe campus, The New 
York Times reported.
On Sept. 12, student govern-
ment President Payton Head, 
who is black and gay, was the 
recipient of  racial slurs and ho-
mophobia in an incident off -
campus. He shared his frustra-
Protests at Mizzou spark 
responses nationwide
Gaudino responds to student protest, demands
BY JULIA MORENO
Assistant News Editor
Near the end of  Thursday’s 
demonstration, protester Gianni 
Glover challenged President 
James Gaudino: “If  you give us 
false hope by making these com-
mitments and fail to do them, 
would you be willing to resign as 
our president?”
“Yes, yes I would,” Gaudino 
replied. 
On Monday, Gaudino met 
with the Black Student Union to 
hear what they had to say. In ad-
dition to diversifying curriculum, 
students wanted Central and 
Gaudino to make them feel more 
accepted on campus. 
Gaudino said he started the 
process on Friday after the pro-
test. 
“We’re going to look at the 
search committees and make 
sure they’re doing everything 
they can to achieve diversity in 
the process,” he said in an inter-
view Tuesday. 
Gaudino added that Central 
is already trying to diversify its 
faculty, but acknowledged search 
committees could be doing more.
However, Matthieu Chap-
man, professor in musical theatre 
performance, said he doesn’t be-
lieve the school is doing enough.
“It’s mostly a numbers game 
and the fact of  the matter is that 
a lot of  times 
when courses 
focus spe-
cifi cally on 
n o n - E u r o -
centric ways 
of  learning 
and knowing 
and think-
ing, students 
don’t enroll 
in them,” 
Chapman said at the BSU meet-
ing Monday.
Chapman spoke at a recent 
Black Student Union meeting 
about a special topics litera-
ture course that would focus on 
black history 
such as the 
Harlem Re-
n a i s s a n c e , 
the Black 
Arts Move-
ment and 
Po s t - B l a c k 
T h e a t r e . 
The course 
is scheduled 
for the spring 
quarter.
Gaudino also attended the 
meeting and told the students 
he does not have the ability to 
change the curriculum.
“The diversifi cation of  the 
curriculum, the president has 
little infl uence on the curriculum 
other than persuasive,” Gaudino 
said on Tuesday. “I don’t have 
authority over the curriculum, 
the faculty have authority over 
the curriculum.”
However, he said he plans to 
talk to the Faculty Senate and 
the deans of  each college about 
their eff orts to diversify the cur-
riculum.
See “Protest” on P. 5
See “Reacts” on P. 5
See “Mizzou” on P. 5
  If you give us false hope by 
making these commitments and 
fail to do them, would you be will-
ing to resign as our president?
“ “
-Gianni Glover
BSU member and protester
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BY DESTINI DICKINSON
Staff Reporter
Beginning at noon on Sunday, 
Nov. 22 in the SURC, multiple 
community-driven groups, in-
cluding Our Environment, Cen-
tral’s Environmental Club and 
the Kittitas Audubon society, are 
joining together to start a climate 
walk.
According to Our Environ-
ment members Lyn Fuller and 
Sylvia Shriner, along with Cen-
tral’s Environmental Club mem-
ber James King, the climate walk 
is a public march all about rais-
ing awareness for climate change 
issues.
The climate walk will begin 
on the west patio of  the SURC at 
noon and continue downtown to 
Main Street and Third Avenue.
At 1:30 p.m. in the Hal 
Holmes Community Center a 
guest speaker, Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory scientist 
Steve Gahn, will be speaking 
about how carbon emissions can 
be lowered by 50 percent whilst 
maintaining job opportunities.
The climate walk is well-
timed, as world leaders will soon 
be discussing environmental is-
sues on a global scale.
At the end of  November and 
beginning of  December, the 
United Nations (UN) is sponsor-
ing global climate talks that will 
take place in Paris.
Shriner said that more than 
80 heads of  state from many dif-
ferent countries will be coming 
together to decide on limits for 
carbon emissions.
Fuller said that the climate 
walk that is going on Sunday, 
Nov. 22 is a way to raise aware-
ness about the climate talks that 
will be happening in Paris.
King and Fuller agreed that 
no permits were needed for the 
walk because they decided to 
walk on the sidewalk rather than 
on the street.
King said if  they chose to walk 
on the streets, they would have 
needed a permit and to purchase 
an insurance policy that would 
cover $1 million in damages and 
injuries, which they didn’t feel 
they needed.
Shriner said that the walk is 
being done to get more people 
involved, to bring more aware-
ness of  the seriousness of  climate 
change and to say that “we’re 
here [and] we’re watching what’s 
going on in Paris.”
Currently, King said they’re 
expecting 50 people, but that 
they’re hoping for at least a cou-
ple hundred.
Fuller expects people from 
local churches, high school stu-
dents and Ellensburg’s roller 
skating derby team, the Rodeo 
City Roller Girls, to attend the 
event.
Shriner said she hopes the 
younger generation will come 
support the walk because they 
are the people that will have to 
live with the impacts of  climate 
change.
FISH has turkey, food for Thanksgiving
BY KAILAN MANANDIC
Staff Reporter
On Nov. 28, 2014, the day 
after Thanksgiving, the Friends 
In Service to Humanity (FISH) 
Food bank caught fire, burning 
nearly all of  the food stored for 
the holidays. In the aftermath, 
there was a large hole in the 
building.
A few days later, on Nov. 30, 
they were serving hot meals from 
Mercer Creek Church as if  noth-
ing had happened.
Nearly a year after that devas-
tating fire that destroyed 90 per-
cent of  their food stock, FISH is 
seeing next to no repercussions. 
They plan for smooth opera-
tions at their new location next 
to Mercer Creek Church this 
Thanksgiving.
“We’ve never not had food,” 
said FISH Program Director 
Roger McCune.
Once news got around that 
FISH had burned down, both 
the community and the state 
pitched in food to get them back 
on track.
According to McCune, their 
rapid recovery was due mainly to 
the generosity of  the community 
and the use of  social media to get 
the word out.
“Social media has played such 
a huge role in getting communi-
cation done,” McCune said.
While FISH still owns the 
old building where the fire took 
place and has every intention to 
remodel, McCune said it’s still 
too early to say how.
“We just don’t have a conclu-
sion,” McCune said.
FISH currently rents its per-
manent location from Mercer.
According to McCune the lo-
cation has offered no problems, 
although they still have a lot to 
optimize in their new space, in-
cluding the offices and kitchens.
While FISH and its sup-
porters are ready to serve the 
community this Thanksgiving, 
they’re worried a turkey shortage 
may hinder their plans.
Earlier this season the Yaki-
ma Herald reported that a bird 
flu wiped out 8 million turkeys. 
However, this most likely won’t 
affect consumers because of  
marketing strategies.
According to the Yakima 
Herald, the wholesale price of  
turkey is up and production is 
down. Despite this, stores will sell 
the frozen poultry at a loss just to 
get consumers in the door.
While individuals reportedly 
have nothing to worry about, 
FISH expects to be hit harder by 
the shortage.
“We’d like to get everyone a 
turkey who needs one,” McCune 
said. “But that may not happen 
this year.”
Despite this, McCune said 
FISH always does something 
special for the holidays, and he 
looks forwards to this.
“Food always comes through,” 
McCune said. “At this point, I’m 
not worried.”
About FISH
Since 1972, FISH has served 
the community by offering to ful-
fill the nutritional needs of  those 
who can’t afford to.
“Our whole focus is nutri-
tion,” McCune said.
Consisting of  14 local church-
es, the non-profit, full service 
food bank provides food every-
day and four hot meals a week. 
According to McCune, anyone in 
need can come in and get their 
full nutritional needs met.
According to McCune, FISH 
helps around 620 families get 
their nutritional needs every 
month. 
“[FISH helps] about 1,600 in-
dividuals,” McCune said.
FISH sponsors a number of  
other community services. In 
collaboration with the Salvation 
Army, FISH helps with emergen-
cy utility, medical and disability 
services.
Before they were displaced, 
FISH also worked with Central’s 
nutrition department, providing 
a cooking class and nutritional 
training.
According to McCune, one 
thing FISH is always looking for 
is help through volunteers. While 
food is always a high priority for 
a food bank, there are never too 
many volunteers.
HELP FISH food bank helps around 620 families and 1,600 individuals every month in Ellensburg. 
JORDAN CAMERON/OBSERVER
Environmental club to hold 
Climate Walk in Ellensburg 
Food bank comes 
in on one-year 
anniversary of 
fire last holiday
Central Transit 
hits road block, 
WSDOT grant 
funding in doubt
BY JULIA MORENO
Assistant News Editor
Faced with the possible loss of  
Washington State Department 
of  Transportation (WSDOT) 
funded grants, the Central Tran-
sit bus system is exploring other, 
more stable funding options, ac-
cording to Ellensburg city offi-
cials.
“The grant is competitive, 
we’re in the mix of  trying to 
build a case that Central Pub-
lic Transit is valuable enough to 
the community,” said Ellensburg 
City Councilman Bruce Tabb.
Tabb said that there is a 
chance the city would continue 
to receive state funds, but “there’s 
always a risk they can be cut or 
not funded.”
According to Tabb, the coun-
cil formed a public transit advi-
sory commission in response to 
the threat of  losing state funding.
The council sent out a survey 
asking residents of  Ellensburg 
their thoughts on the public tran-
sit system. Students were also 
sent the same survey via email 
two weeks ago.
Additionally, Tabb said the 
committee will ask local voters to 
implement a two-tenths of  one 
percent increase in the local sales 
tax to help pay for the transit 
system. He said it would gener-
ate more than enough money to 
operate the system.
Tabb said the City of  Ellens-
burg has no interest in running 
the bus system, nor is it in the 
position to do so. Central Transit 
is currently operated by Hope-
Source through a contract with 
the city.
“But, if  we’re successful in 
making the case for public transit 
to the voters and voters approve 
the ballot measure, the city will 
be the primary source of  funds 
for public transit in the city,” 
Tabb said.
Tabb said the idea is to get 
to a point where the city is not 
as dependent on grant funds, 
and could eventually leverage 
the Central student contribution 
with local funding.
Full time students from Cen-
tral contribute $3 per quarter to 
Central Transit out of  their stu-
dent fees. The total amount of  
money from Central given to the 
public transit fund is $75,000, 
according to ASCWU President 
Ryan Anderson.
“But that number will rise as 
enrollment and the amount of  
students that attend Central ris-
es,” Anderson said.
The money provided by the 
WSDOT funds is $199,000 and 
the City of  Ellensburg contrib-
utes about $50,000.
“WSDOT grants are never 
guaranteed and there could be a 
year where PTAC [Public Transit 
Advisory Committee], on which 
I have a seat, will not receive any 
money,” Anderson said.
In the 2014-15 year, the rid-
ership count was 65,800, an 
increase over the previous year 
when the ridership count was 
only 39,900. Central students 
are estimated to account for 80 
percent of  that number.
“I think it’s imperative to not 
only have transportation for stu-
dents, but also have a community 
public transit system,” Anderson 
added. “Many students utilize 
the buses and without that re-
source students would have a 
very hard time getting to class, 
getting groceries and other nec-
essary transportation.” 
JORDAN CAMERON/OBSERVER
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Gaudino met with students on Monday evening to discuss changes. 
JONATHAN GLOVER/OBSERVER
“Mizzou” from P. 3 “Reacts” from P. 3
“Protest” from P. 3
SOLIDARITY A range of emotions was displayed last Thursday when students spoke about sensitive topics such as racial inequality, sexual assault, and lack of diversity.
JONATHAN GLOVER/OBSERVER
Student protest
Additionally, students said 
they wanted Gaudino to attend 
meetings of  organizations that 
represent minorities at Central.
“When I first came here seven 
years ago, I would try to go to 
all of  them,” Gaudino said on 
Tuesday. “Students told me as 
politely as they could, ‘You know 
you kind of  maybe change the 
nature of  the dialogue when the 
president of  the university is sit-
ting there, so why don’t you come 
when you’re invited?’ and I will if  
my schedule allows it.”
Gianni Glover, an organizer 
of  the demonstration on Thurs-
day, said Gaudino has also been 
invited to the graduation celebra-
tions for black, Latino and LG-
BTQA minorities but has either 
sent someone in his place or not 
gone at all.
“The reason I didn’t go to 
them in the past is because I un-
derstood them to be actual grad-
uation celebrations,” Gaudino 
said on Tuesday. “So if  they are 
in fact, as I now better under-
stand them, as celebrations of  
achievements of  graduation, I 
will absolutely go to them.”
Another promise Gaudino 
made to the students was to write 
a letter to the University of  Mis-
souri about the events that in-
spired protests across the nation 
last week. 
Gaudino said Tuesday he has 
written a first draft and sent it to 
the students from various minor-
ity organizations for suggestions 
and changes. Once they are done 
with the letter they will sign it to-
gether.
“If  what they are saying is ac-
curate -- and I have no reason 
to believe that it’s not -- there is 
some discrimination that takes 
place not just at the university 
but in the supporting community 
as well,” Gaudino said on Tues-
day. “If  that’s the case, then it’s 
obviously very bad.”
have mandatory racial diversity 
training implemented for all stu-
dents and staff at Central. 
“I feel that diversity educa-
tion is important, just like any 
other skill that Central equips its 
students with,” Glover said. “In 
the real world, you have to learn 
how to deal with different kinds 
of  people who come from differ-
ent backgrounds and different 
situations.”
The protest was met with 
both positive and negative reac-
tions from the Central commu-
nity.
Wambuii felt that the inten-
sity of  the emotions displayed by 
protesters may have caught stu-
dents in the SURC off guard. 
“I think it was just that mis-
communication about what ex-
actly are we doing,” Wambuii 
said. “They saw a bunch of  peo-
ple in a circle yelling, screaming, 
and crying, so based of  the ste-
reotypes we already have as peo-
ple of  color, they just automati-
cally think its a violent, negative 
thing.”
As hundreds of  students pass-
ing through the SURC gathered 
around the circle to listen to the 
discussion, several took to social 
media to vent their frustrations.
Event organizers said that 
most of  the complaints they 
heard stemmed from annoyed 
students who were just trying to 
peacefully go about their after-
noon.
“We’re sitting here saying this 
is a problem,” Wambuii said. 
“Yeah, we’re disrupting your 
lunch and all, but this is some-
thing that I have to deal with ev-
ery single day. It shows what kind 
of  society we live in.”
Many aspects of  the Black 
Lives Matter movement draw 
inspiration from Martin Luther 
King’s philosophy of  civil dis-
obedience and non-violent dis-
ruptions of  peace.
Brother 2 Brother president 
Armando Ortiz said that past 
demonstrations organized by stu-
dent diversity groups haven’t got-
ten much of  a reaction at Cen-
tral, leaving protesters with no 
other option than to raise their 
voices.
“We had to be the stereotypi-
cal ‘people of  color,’” Ortiz said. 
“We had to be loud for people to 
hear us, and honestly that makes 
me mad.”
Glover agreed.
“We’ve tried the quiet ap-
proach,” he added. “We’ve been 
doing it for years. That Thursday 
was our breaking point. No time 
to be silent anymore.”
tions on social media, which 
quickly spread and reached thou-
sands of  recipients.
In a Facebook post that has 
since been removed, Head said, 
“For those of  you who wonder 
why I’m always talking about 
the importance of  inclusion and 
respect, it’s because I’ve experi-
enced moments like this multiple 
times at THIS university, making 
me not feel included here.”
Another incident happened 
on Oct. 4, when a drunk white 
student spouted racial slurs and 
disrupted the Legion of  Black 
Collegians, a student group, as 
they prepared for homecoming 
activities.
According to The New York 
Times, Missouri Chancellor R. 
Bowen Loftin was also under 
pressure of  losing his job when 
students and university leaders 
felt that the recently appoint-
ed chancellor had not shown 
enough action after a swastika 
made of  feces was drawn on a 
dormitory wall.
The New York Times report-
ed that deans of  nine of  Mis-
souri’s schools called for Loftin’s 
removal. Following the protests, 
he has remained employed, but 
in a research role.
The feces swastika incident 
happened on Oct. 24, four days 
after Concerned Student 1950 
was formed–a student group 
named for the year black stu-
dents were first admitted to the 
university.
CNN reported that the group 
issued a list of  demands: an apol-
ogy from Wolfe, his removal from 
office and a more comprehensive 
diversity inclusion curriculum 
overseen by minority students 
and faculty.
It wasn’t until a hunger strike 
launched by Jonathan Butler, a 
graduate student upset at the uni-
versity’s decision to stop paying 
for health insurance for graduate 
teaching and research assistants, 
that the movement really gained 
traction.
In a statement to CNN, Wolfe 
issued an apology to Concerned 
Student 1950.
“Racism does exist at our uni-
versity, and it is unacceptable. It 
is a long-standing, systemic prob-
lem which daily affects our fam-
ily of  students, faculty and staff,” 
Wolfe said.
On Nov. 8, black football 
players announced they wouldn’t 
play or practice until Wolfe re-
signed. According to CNN, the 
Athletic Department and coach 
Gary Pinkel, in addition to white 
players, announced their sup-
port.
The next day, Wolfe resigned.
According to Gianni Glov-
er, senior advertising executive 
for the Central Black Student 
Union, student activists sent out 
a call to action to groups across 
the nation asking for solidarity in 
protest.
It was through this call to ac-
tion students from Central’s mi-
nority organizations were able to 
organize a protest in the SURC 
Marketplace last Thursday.
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Editorial policy: The Observer is a 
public forum for student expression, in 
which student editors make policy and 
content decisions. The mission of the 
Observer is two-fold: to serve Central 
Washington University as a newspaper 
and to provide training for students who 
are seeking a career in journalism. The 
Observer seeks to provide complete, 
accurate, dependable information to the 
campus and community; to provide a 
public forum for the free debate of issues, 
ideas and problems facing the community 
at large, and to be the best source for 
information, education and entertainment 
news. As a training program, the Observer 
is the practical application of the theories 
and principles of journalism. It teaches 
students to analyze and communicate 
information that is vital to the decision 
making of the community at large. It 
provides a forum for students to learn 
the ethics, values, and skills needed to 
succeed in their chosen career. If you have 
questions call (509) 963-1073 or e-mail us 
at cwuobserver@gmail.com.
Black Friday means open 
stores and too-empty tables
Last Thursday, a demonstra-
tion was held in Central’s SURC 
in support of  the Black Lives 
Matter movement.
During the course of  this 
demonstration, I talked to sev-
eral people who put down the 
protesters for “going about it the 
wrong way.” I can’t help but dis-
agree with that notion.
Before I dissect this view-
point, I have to say that I am 
thankful that these people went 
out of  their way to disclose their 
thoughts to me. Just because I 
disagree with them, I have no 
intention of  belittling or shaming 
them.
This is an attempt to have a 
discussion in which we can take 
a moment to step back from our 
biases and hear the oppressed 
speak. 
Every person that expressed 
these opinions was a white uni-
versity student and, let’s be real 
here, white college kids don’t 
have any business telling people 
of  color how to act.
I spoke with a group of  guys 
who seemed to agree that the use 
of  profanity and “aggression” 
was inappropriate to the dem-
onstrators’ cause. They went on 
to describe what they perceived 
as a double standard in athletic 
dialogue.
An interviewee who wished to 
stay anonymous asked, “Why’s it 
okay for them to say white people 
can’t jump?” 
Even assuming that this hap-
pens frequently enough to com-
plain about, this experience pales 
in comparison to black Central 
student Evelyn Briscoe’s experi-
ence.
While she was walking home 
from work at the local Fred Mey-
er, a truck full of  men followed 
her for three blocks, calling out 
racial slurs.
Seething with fury and hurt, 
screaming at the top of  her lungs, 
Briscoe said, They called “me a 
n----r, a f---ing monkey, calling 
me all types of  names. I have not 
been the same since.” 
Now, I’m sorry that I had to 
call out those guys at the dem-
onstration, but if  you’re reading 
this, I have to ask you to take a 
moment to reflect on this so-
called double standard. 
Did the phrase “white boys 
can’t jump” cause you enough 
emotional trauma that made it 
worthwhile to tell your story to 
hundreds of  your Central peers? 
If  somebody told you that your 
ethnicity makes you a slower run-
ner, would it make you feel afraid 
for your life? 
Comparing racism in this 
way is belittling, and this line of  
thinking is obviously the result of  
a knee-jerk reaction. You didn’t 
even bother to ask yourself  why 
the demonstrators were angry, 
and you refused to acknowledge 
the fact that people are suffering.
Instead, you just made the is-
sue about yourself. 
A few passersby and disgrun-
tled diners agreed that the dem-
onstrators’ purpose was unclear 
and that they lacked a cohesive 
goal.
I believe the quote was, “This 
is stupid.”
Well, you heard them, right? 
Do you understand that they’re 
angry and tired of  being treated 
like second-class citizens? 
Goal number one, according 
to the organizers of  the demon-
stration, was to make their pres-
ence and their problems known 
to the majority.
They certainly accomplished 
that goal.
The demonstrators exceeded 
their own expectations when 
President Gaudino pledged, in 
front of  hundreds of  people, that 
he would personally write a letter 
to the University of  Missouri that 
declares Central Washington 
University as an ally to those in 
Missouri who suffer from racism. 
He also agreed to personally 
engage with minority groups on 
campus to achieve a standard of  
equality on campus. 
What’s more, Gaudino agreed 
that he would resign from his 
position if  he failed to meet the 
demonstrators’ demands.
If  that’s the result of  “going 
about it the wrong way,” then 
maybe I don’t know what success 
means.
Finally, I’d like to take a look 
at the whole All Lives Matter 
(ALM) versus Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) debate because, appar-
ently (I’m talking to you, White 
America) you’re not getting it.
Nobody is saying that a black 
person matters more than you, 
and you should know that. So get 
over it and stop trying to make 
this about you. 
BLM addresses the fact that 
it is unfathomably more difficult 
for a person of  color to navigate 
their lives with safety and pros-
perity. 
Yet it seems like many people 
can’t help but compare their 
problems against another’s. 
ALM dilutes the message that 
BLM addresses and, in doing so, 
ALM veils racism and oppression 
from the majority.
BLM shows us that the op-
pressed have collectively refused 
to remain invisible.
 It reminds us that we live in a 
world that is brutal and ugly for 
a lot of  people, and the least that 
you can do is listen to their ver-
sion of  the story. 
White students: Get a clue, it’s not always about you
Remember the days when Black Fri-
day sales actually started on Friday? 
In recent years, stores have just kept 
pushing the start times earlier and ear-
lier, basically “blacking” out Thursday 
through Sunday of  the last week in No-
vember. 
Some stores try to cover the fact that 
they’re making their employees come 
in on Thanksgiving Day. Wal-Mart says 
something to the effect of, “But we’ve 
opened sales earlier so that people don’t 
have to shop on Thanksgiving.” But the 
problem still remains that even if  the cus-
tomers have checked out for the holiday, 
workers are still being kept in the check 
stands. 
Recently a number of  businesses, in-
cluding stores such as REI, GameStop, 
Costco, Staples, Nordstrom, T.J. Maxx 
and Harbor Freight have declared they 
won’t be opening on Thanksgiving Day, 
along with about 20 other competitors. 
Pier 1 Imports has reportedly been keep-
ing its doors closed and its seasonal décor 
to themselves on Thanksgiving Day since 
2011. 
“We think that Black Friday has got-
ten out of  hand, and so we are choosing 
to invest in helping people get outside 
with loved ones this holiday season, over 
spending it in the aisles,” REI’s President 
and CEO Jerry Stritzke told The Atlan-
tic.
Kmart, however, is not only opening 
at 6 a.m., it is being criticized for failing 
to notify its employees whether they will 
have to work on the busy holiday. 
According to an article in Think-
Progress, “a survey of  40 self-identified 
Kmart employees in 18 states conducted 
by Coworker.org and shared with Think-
Progress, [showed that] 95 percent said 
they still don’t know their schedules for 
Thanksgiving Day and Black Friday, and 
70 percent say their managers haven’t 
even told them what the store’s hours will 
be.”
Think Progress also said that  a Kmart 
“spokesperson said in an email this is not 
consistent with store protocol, which is to 
post all schedules, including for holidays, 
two weeks in advance and to limit any 
changes.”
Say what you will about the origin 
of  Thanksgiving, every year sentiments 
about self-entitled pilgrims seem to grow 
and distaste for the holiday abounds. But 
I don’t see it being shown the culturally 
inappropriate door – as Columbus Day 
has – for one large reason: Columbus Day 
wasn’t about family. 
Thanksgiving is a day to give thanks 
with the people you are most thankful for 
– something that is hard to do when your 
employer wants you to trade in stuffing 
your face with pumpkin pie for stuffing 
grabs bags for Black Friday sales. 
So it would seem like one side of  the 
solution to keeping families together on 
turkey day is for companies to find it in 
their hearts to stay closed on Thursday 
and to keep Black Friday on Friday. The 
other side is for us overachieving Christ-
mas present shoppers to take a cue from 
REI and “get outside with loved ones this 
holiday season” instead of  packing our 
Christmas tree skirts with 50 percent-off 
Fisher Price toys and Macy’s sweaters. 
If  the future of  Thanksgiving truly is 
to be more focused on giving thanks than 
the misgivings of  long-deceased settlers, 
then maybe we should be spending the 
holiday at home being truly grateful for 
what we already have, instead of  in the 
stores looking for the next best stocking 
stuffer. 
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BY THOMAS PATTISON
Staff Reporter
This Friday night most Cen-
tral students would probably like 
to take it easy, go to the bars or 
watch a movie, but others would 
rather catch a killer.
On Friday, Nov. 20 from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m., Central’s Psychol-
ogy Club will be off ering students 
the chance solve their own mys-
tery murder while enjoying a 
three-course meal.
The murder mystery, “Mur-
der is a Fine Art,” will take place 
in an art gallery constructed for 
the event in SURC 137.
Not only will the event be 
thrilling, but the funds raised will 
help the psychology club fund 
their trip to Long Beach, Calif. in 
order to participate in the West-
ern Psychology Association’s 
(WPA) conference.
According to Steve Isaak, se-
nior psychology major and the 
head of  the psychology club, 
participants can expect to expe-
rience a thrilling night of  uncer-
tainty propelled by a live cast of  
suspects.
“It’s going to run like a play 
with six main characters. There 
will be 25 minutes or so for peo-
ple to eat their food, an introduc-
tion scene, then [a character] will 
get murdered,” Isaak said.
The one-act interactive play 
will not end with the fake mur-
der, but instead its plot will pick 
up the pace from that point.
“After one of  the six actors 
dies, everyone in the room is an 
investigator trying to fi nd out 
who the killer is,” Isaak said. 
Joel Ortega, senior psychol-
ogy major, was also involved in 
putting together this event. 
“Everyone is going to be in-
volved with the scene: the actors, 
the participants and even the 
nine servers,” Ortega said.
Everyone in the club has 
found their way to participate 
in the fundraising event, recog-
nizing the importance of  what 
they’re working for.
“[Going to] WPA is crucial,” 
Ortega said. “Tons of  well recog-
nized psychotical fi gures will be 
their presenting thesis about their 
work. It gets our feet wet to see 
what the world is about.”
Dilpreet Randhawa, senior 
psychology major, will be the 
head chef  during the event. Her 
job will be to make sure that each 
course is as delicious as murder 
is deadly.
It’s Randhawa’s way of  con-
tributing to the event and mak-
ing sure that the murder mystery 
sells out.
Any students who are inter-
ested in the event should visit the 
Wildcat Shop for tickets.
ʻMurder is a fi ne artʼ
GRAPHIC BY GRACE LINDSLEY/OBSERVER
 BY DAKOTA SEGURA
  Staff Reporter
Flamenco is a distinct, traditional 
p e r - formance art form that has become an 
important part of  Spanish culture and 
is popular across an array of  countries. 
On Thursday, Nov. 19, Central 
students will have the chance to 
experience it fi rsthand when 
the Casa Patas Flamenco of  
Madrid come to perform.
With the additions of  
hand clapping, tap danc-
ing and rhythmic guitar 
playing, fl amenco is a 
lively and expressive dis-
play.
“The singers or 
guitarists are sitting 
around in what is called 
a ‘tablao’ and then the 
dancers emerge from 
that group and start danc-
ing, following the rhythms,” 
said Stella Moreno, professor of  Spanish 
at Central. “Flamenco dancing is very 
beautiful, it requires a lot of  skills.”
The Casa Patas Flamenco of  Madrid is 
a fl amenco group that has performed 
around the world.
“They are quite well-known, and 
they have great dancers and great guitar 
players,” Moreno said. “It’s just a great 
troupe and a great thing we are able to 
have at Central.”
Although the group originated in 
Spain, the performance will feature Mexi-
can dancer Karen Lugo, along with sev-
eral other musicians and singers.
The group originated out of  Casa Pa-
tas, a famous fl amenco venue in Madrid.
“Casa Patas has at least 100 annual fl amen-
co shows, featuring more than 300 artists on its 
stage each year,” said Isabel Guerrero, an artistic 
director at Casa Patas in Madrid. 
Casa Patas is a central hub for ambitious and 
professional fl amenco performers.
“It is an art with great feeling and also one 
of  the greatest contributions of  Spain,” Guer-
rero said.
Casa Patas has its own conservatory for aspir-
ing fl amenco performers.
“The Flamenco Casa Patas Foundation and 
Conservatory was created in 2000 with the aim 
of  becoming a center for all activities related to fl amen-
co,” Guerrero said. “But our goals reach much 
further.”
Casa Patas also off ers classes, lessons and 
workshops. “The life of  an artist is to create and 
express—for most of  them, fl amenco is life,” 
Guerrero said. 
Some Central students will also have the 
opportunity to learn about fl amenco fi rsthand 
on the day of  the Casa Patas’ performance, ac-
cording to Linda Schactler, president’s chief  of  
staff .
Moreno explained that fl amenco has Arabic, 
Indian and Jewish infl uences, as each of  these 
groups settled in Spain at a similar time, be-
tween the 8th and 15th centuries. 
Although the exact time during which fl a-
menco originated is not known, it’s been around 
for several centuries. 
“That originated in the southern part of  
Spain, what today is called Andalucía,” Moreno 
said. 
Flamenco was formed through the blend of  
several cultures. 
“It’s just amazing. I went to this group about 
a year ago and the person sitting next to me 
leaned over and said ‘it’s like a Spanish soap op-
era,’” Schactler said. “It’s very passionate. It’s 
about love and life, and the costumes are beau-
tiful.”
Besides guitars, fl amenco groups might also 
feature drummers or violinists. Schactler ex-
pects that this group will feature around seven 
people—including the dancers, singers, and 
musicians.
“I visited Spain in June and also visited a 
fl amenco workshop and part of  that workshop 
was drumming,” Schactler said. “There’s a 
couple singers they call ‘cantores’ and they do a 
very stylized kind of  singing as part of  the per-
formance.” 
Consul Luis Fernando Esteban has assist-
ed in promoting a cultural exchange between 
Spain and Washington. Esteban helped put to-
gether this weeks event.
“He does it by organizing exchanges of  the 
arts. In October, our chamber choir sang at a 
cathedral in Spain. It was amazing,” Schactler 
said.
Esteban has also helped Central students 
travel to Spain to perform, 
“It’s a really exciting partnership with 
Spain,” Schactler said. “We’re really looking 
forward to more partnerships throughout the 
year with him. A lot of  this is being sponsored 
and paid for by the Kingdom of  Spain. So we’re 
just really appreciative.”
Casa Patas
             Flamenco dance group from Madrid comes to Central
PHOTO COURTESY OF LEVENT ERUTKU
SCENETh e Observer • Nov. 19 - Dec. 2, 20158
Spending winter break in any of these places?
Help a driver on their route, in your hometown, over break! Earn extra cash. 
Big needs in Redmond & Seattle
Guarantee an interview by pre-applying at UPSJobs.com and calling Nick @ 425-598-9333
11/23  - SURC Room 135
11/24 – Theater
10AM to 2PM both daysUPS Hiring Event @ CWU: • •
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$13.20
*Meal Plan
Discounts Applied
Menu:
CROSTINI APPETIZERS
ROAST PRIME RIB
BERRY GLAZED SALMON
*VEGETARIAN ENTREE AVAILABLE
GARLIC MASHED POTATOES
LOADED BREAD STUFFING
HONEY BUTTER SAGE CARROTS
ASSORTED SALADS
ASSORTED DESSERTS
Holiday
Dinner
December 2, 2015
Background designed by freepik.com
Central Washington University is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution  •  For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
*SPECIAL EVENT GLASS
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST Holmes Dining
4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
McConnell Auditorium
Eburg celebrates hometown holidays
BY CODY NILSEN
Staff Reporter
The holiday season is upon us. 
This means lots of  food, decora-
tions and trips home to see family 
and friends.
For those who plan to stick 
around Ellensburg, Carolyn 
Honeycutt, director of  the El-
lensburg Downtown Association, 
has some suggestions.
Iron Horse Brewery 
Pint Nights
On Nov. 24, Iron Horse 
Brewery will host the Ellensburg 
Downtown Association for its 
monthly pint night.  
On the last Tuesday of  each 
month, Iron Horse Brewery has 
a non-profi t group or charity re-
ceive 50 cents for every pint of  
beer purchased from 6-9 p.m.
According to the Iron Horse 
Brewery website, Pint Night 
seeks to give back to the commu-
nity “because of  all the support 
the town has given us.
“Pint nights help with sales at 
our retail location, while support-
ing the wellness of  the Ellensburg 
community and the non-profi ts 
within it,” the brewery’s website 
says.
All proceeds will go toward 
the addition of  new bike racks 
around Ellensburg. 
Plaid Friday
Everyone knows about Black 
Friday, the day after Thanksgiv-
ing that is fi lled with the best 
deals in any store. Ellensburg is 
switching it up a bit and taking 
part in Plaid Friday.
This is similar to Black Friday, 
except shoppers wearing plaid 
get the best deals. 
The goal of  Plaid Friday is to 
promote shopping at local and 
independent businesses along 
with a less stressful and less dan-
gerous shopping atmosphere.
Since 2006, a website called 
blackfridaydeathcount.com has 
compiled every injury and death 
directly related to Black Friday 
shopping. Seven people have 
died and there have been 98 peo-
ple injured, the site says. Plaid 
Friday’s injury and death count 
remains at zero.
Instead of  sitting out all night 
waiting for stores to open, check 
out ellensburgdowntown.org to 
see the list of  participating stores. 
Gingerbread house 
decorating contest 
For the fourth year in a row, 
the EDA will have a gingerbread 
house decorating contest. 
Attendees will have the 
chance to win prizes by build-
ing a masterpiece out of  cookies, 
candy and frosting. 
In past years, the best ginger-
bread house was determined by 
paper ballots. 
This year, the winning gin-
gerbread houses will be decided 
based off  of  how much money 
they raise for the Youth Services 
of  Kittitas County Mentoring 
Program (YSMP).
YSMP is a program dedicated 
to helping youth interact with 
adult leaders. 
Crystal Church, executive di-
rector and co-founder of  YSMP, 
said the program “envisions a 
community in which every youth 
experiences nurturing one-to-
one relationships and commu-
nity support, which in turn, al-
lows each of  them to develop 
into their full potential, capable 
of  making informed, responsible 
decisions as involved members of  
our community.” 
The top three earning houses 
in each division (adult, child and 
mixed) will win prizes.
Nov. 20 is the deadline for the 
pre-registration. Each contestant 
must supply their own materials. 
All fi nal entries will be due Dec. 
1. For more information, stop by 
the EDA offi  ce downtown.
Girls Night Out
If  you don’t get all your holi-
day shopping done on Plaid Fri-
day, there’s “Girls Night Out.” 
On Dec. 10, from 5-9 p.m., local 
businesses will be off ering dis-
counts for a night of  shopping. 
Alente Spa & Salon is one of  
the two sponsors of  the event this 
year. During the night, they will 
style hair and makeup, including 
red lipstick, for what it’s calling 
“Ladies in Red.”
For every $10 spent at partici-
pating businesses, buyers will be 
entered into a raffl  e to win one of  
two gift baskets. 
And fellas, don’t let the name 
fool you.  Everyone is welcome.
 
New Year’s Eve fi re-
work show 
For New Year’s Eve, head to 
the fairgrounds for a fi reworks 
show. 
The fi reworks were meant for 
the 4th of  July show this year, 
but due to the extreme fi re haz-
ards this summer, the show was 
moved to New Year’s Eve.
The event will begin at 9 p.m., 
instead of  at midnight.
Joanna Markell, the general 
manager of  the Daily Record, 
said in a release that they’d got-
ten “a number of  requests for an 
earlier start time, so children and 
families could watch.”
FAMILY TIME Young girls dance at an EDA holiday event.
COURTESY OF ELLENSBURG DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION
BY JAKE NELSON
Staff Reporter
Nothing was more important 
for linebacker Kevin Haynes, 
captain of  the Central football 
team, than winning the fi nal 
game of  his sophomore season 
to send his senior brothers out 
the right way.
Haynes, a marketing major, 
couldn’t have been more excit-
ed to get the win against Dixie 
State University 34-28 in the fi -
nal game of  the season at Tom-
linson Stadium. Central fi nished 
their 2015 campaign with an 
overall record of  5-5. 
“It is huge,” Haynes said. 
“Sending these seniors off  the 
right way. They have worked so 
hard and even though the season 
didn’t go the way we wanted it 
to, it is great to end this year with 
a win.”
P l a y i n g 
football for 
Central with 
his team-
mates is 
s o m e t h i n g 
that Haynes 
takes a great 
deal of  pride 
in. Putting 
the crimson 
and black 
on when he 
gets on the 
fi eld is very 
important to 
Haynes.
“They’re 
everything,” Haynes said about 
his teammates. “They are my 
family and these are my brothers 
out here. I never had a brother, 
but these are my guys and they 
are my brothers.”
In 2014, Haynes had 99 
tackles as a linebacker and was 
named the All-GNAC First 
Team defense. He also tied for 
the team lead in interceptions 
with fi ve. This year, Haynes fi n-
ished the season with 73 total 
tackles and four sacks.
There is nothing Haynes en-
joys more than playing on de-
fense for Central. 
“It is awesome, Central 
Washington is known for their 
defense,” Haynes said. 
Haynes was selected as one 
of  the four-team captains this 
season as a sophomore. His work 
ethic and performance on the 
fi eld was recognized by not only 
the coaches, but by the players 
too.
Haynes couldn’t have been 
more proud to be selected as a 
captain. 
“I was honored and it is awe-
some that my peers think that 
highly of  me to vote for me as 
a captain,” Haynes said. “I just 
appreciate their support and ev-
erything, it is great.”
Since Haynes arrived at Cen-
tral, he has looked up to senior 
linebacker and team captain 
Mitch Haldane.
For Haynes, Haldane is a 
great role model and leader to 
look-up to.
“The way 
I would say 
it is Mitch 
H a l d a n e 
is Central 
f o o t b a l l , ” 
Haynes said. 
“He is that 
guy that you 
look at and 
you want 
him to be 
the face of  
your pro-
gram. He is 
that guy.”
H a y n e s 
has had the support of  his family 
throughout his football career; 
they are his inspiration. 
“My family has been huge,” 
Haynes said. “One of  my family 
members has been to every sin-
gle game this year and even on 
the road. They are huge with all 
the support. I have a huge sup-
porting cast.”
For head coach Ian Shoe-
maker, it is great to have a player 
with the work ethic and leader-
ship qualities that Haynes pro-
vides. 
“It is great to have Kevin 
around,” Shoemaker said. “Be-
ing voted as a captain as a soph-
omore really shows what the 
team thinks of  him and what 
the coaching staff  thinks of  him. 
He does a great job as a guy we 
would like to build our defense 
around right now.” 
According to Shoemaker, 
what makes Haynes stand out as 
one of  the top players and lead-
ers on the team is “his work ethic 
on and off  the fi eld.” 
“[Haynes is a] good student 
and good guy to have around 
and a good teammate,” Shoe-
maker said.
Only two years into his col-
lege football career, Shoemaker 
said Haynes has, exceeded his 
expectations.  
 “Last year was a huge year 
being one of  the top in the con-
ference in tackles and intercep-
tions,” Shoemaker said. “And 
this year he has had some inju-
ries and hasn’t had as great of  a 
year as he might have expected 
to after that freshman year. For 
two years in he has gone above 
and beyond.”
Haynes tackles leadership role
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TACKLING MACHINE Kevin Haynes led Central in tackles in each of his first two years on the team.
JOHN WHITTLESEY/OBSERVER
 It is great to have Kev-
in around. Being voted as a 
captain as a sophomore re-
ally shows what the team 
thinks of him. He does a 
great job as a guy we would 
like to build our defense 
around right now.
“
“
-Ian Shoemaker
Head Coach
Kevin Haynes
Career Stats
Tackles: 172 
Tackles for loss: 10.5
Interceptions: 5
Sacks: 4
Pass Defl ections: 9
Central athletics launches rewards app
BY SAMUEL BEAUMONTE
Staff Reporter
Last Friday, Central’s ath-
letics department launched 
their Wildcat Athletic Rewards 
(W.A.R.) Points app, which re-
wards students that attend sport-
ing and community events with 
points that can be used to re-
deem prizes.
“When students check in at 
a sporting event, they can get 
points that they could redeem for 
a prize,” said Tyler Unsicker, as-
sistant athletic director for exter-
nal aff airs. “Each event is worth 
a set amount of  points, and the 
end game [for giving points] is to 
increase attendance.”
In addition to the reward 
system, the app provides easy 
access to the athletic program’s 
social media pages.
“We really want people to be 
involved and have a good expe-
rience,” Unsicker said. “My old 
school used 
the program 
so I had used 
it before. 
[ C e n t r a l ] 
liked that I 
had experi-
ence with 
the program 
since they 
had been 
looking into 
it.”
Unsicker 
worked pre-
viously at the 
University of  
North Ala-
bama and joined Central’s Ath-
letic Department in September. 
The W.A.R. Points app was 
created through SuperFanU, 
Inc. which has helped dozens of  
other univer-
sities increase 
ticket sales 
and student 
participation.
Currently, 
there are over 
100 Cen-
tral students 
who have 
downloaded 
the app. Un-
sicker aims to 
have over a 
1,000 down-
loads by the 
end of  the 
school year.
“We just launched it last 
week, and we’re a little behind 
the eight-ball since I joined in 
late September, but the app will 
continue to get better as the year 
goes,” Unsicker said.
The new app has a lot of  ex-
tra features that Unsicker hopes 
Central’s student body will take 
advantage of.
“The app has a fan pool, 
which we could do fun stuff 
with like ask what kind of  mu-
sic students would like to listen 
to, and then give a list for them 
to choose from,” Unsicker said. 
“There’s a fan-cam that you can 
post photos of  you and your 
friends in CWU gear at events 
or anywhere else. If  you’re at 
the Great Wall of  China in your 
Central gear, we want to see it. 
It’s meant to encourage people 
to stay involved.”
 The app has a fan pool, 
which we could do fun stuff 
with like  ask what kind of 
music students would like 
to listen to, and then give 
a list for them to choose 
from.
“ “
-Tyler Unsicker
Assistant Athletic Director of 
External Affairs
Wildcat Athletic 
Rewards Points 
(W.A.R.) app
Downloadable for free 
at the IOS App Store 
and Google Play.
(Not available for Win-
dows phones)
For more information: 
http://sites.superfanu.
com/cwuwarpoints.
com/site/faqs.php
SPORTS Th e Observer • Nov. 19 - Dec. 2, 2015 11
Senior ropes in GNAC aspirations
BY AUSTIN BENNETT
Assistant Sports Editor 
Wildcat senior guard Joey 
Roppo believes Central’s bas-
ketball team could bring home 
a GNAC championship this sea-
son. In fact, that’s what brought 
Roppo to Central in the fi rst 
place.
In 2011, Central won the 
GNAC championship. That was 
the same year Roppo committed 
to Central. 
“When I was a senior in high 
school, they were coming off  a 
GNAC championship and there 
was already a long tradition of  
winning,” Roppo said. 
Roppo was always interested 
in playing in the GNAC. As a 
kid, Roppo’s father would bring 
him to Seattle Pacifi c University 
and Central games. 
“I wanted to play in this con-
ference, in the GNAC,” Roppo 
said. “When Central called me 
and let me come on a visit here, 
as soon as I got here I knew I 
wanted to come here.” 
Roppo joined the Wildcats 
during the 2011-12 season and 
started his career as a redshirt 
freshman.
Roppo was the only freshman 
on the team at the time and knew 
he wouldn’t get much playing 
time. He was also three inches 
shorter and 30 pounds lighter at 
the time. The year gave him time 
to grow physically and mentally.
“I was cool with that because 
it gave me a year to get bigger 
and it helps for school,” Roppo 
said. “I’m done with my major 
and now I just have to focus on 
my minor, and I’m good to go.”
Roppo is majoring in infor-
mation technology (IT) and ad-
ministrative management, and 
minoring in sports business.
Roppo hopes to use his degree 
with any kind of  professional 
team.
“Working for IT security for 
Boeing or working in marketing 
for the Seahawks or Mariners 
would be really cool,” Roppo 
said. 
Roppo plans to do his intern-
ship this summer with Boeing’s 
business intern program.
Last year, he received a schol-
arship from Boeing based on his 
grades. Since he received a schol-
arship from Boeing, he is one of  
the fi rst people Boeing will look 
at to hire for their internship. 
“I applied a couple weeks 
ago, so hopefully I will be hear-
ing back from 
them in a few 
weeks,” Rop-
po said. 
B e f o r e 
Roppo’s time 
at Central, 
he starred as 
a high school 
quarterback 
and point 
guard at 
Monroe High 
School. Rop-
po’s fi rst love has always been 
basketball, but he did have a suc-
cessful football career. 
Roppo still holds Monroe’s 
single-game passing record of  
531 passing yards. However, 
Roppo didn’t see a future in foot-
ball. 
“My football coach in high 
school knew I wanted to play 
basketball, so we didn’t really talk 
about [recruiting],” Roppo said. 
His high school basketball ca-
reer also turned out to be quite 
successful. Roppo led Monroe to 
its fi rst state 
playoff  bid in 
20 years. Un-
fo r tunate ly, 
their playoff 
run was cut 
short in the 
fi rst round. 
A c c o r d -
ing to Roppo, 
with seconds 
r e m a i n i n g 
in the game, 
Monroe was down by one to 
Olympia High School when 
Roppo had the ball at the top of  
the key.
Roppo said he drove down the 
lane and went up for the layup, 
but was hit in the face as he tried 
to put the ball up and missed in 
the process. What should have 
been a foul wasn’t called, and 
Olympia won the game. 
Roppo believes that was a 
blown call, but understands what 
it’s like to be a referee, as Roppo 
works as a referee in intramural 
basketball games at Central. 
“I have a new respect for refs, 
it’s easy to just sit and watch a 
game and say that’s a travel,” 
Roppo said. “When you actu-
ally have to blow the whistle and 
make the call, it’s a lot diff erent.” 
For Roppo, it’s just a job, but 
he enjoys reffi  ng with his team-
mates. 
Off  the court, Roppo enjoys 
playing tennis and golf  in his free 
time. His favorite sport besides 
basketball is tennis. Roppo plays 
with his dad in the summer. 
“It’s something fun we do in 
the summer that’s not basketball 
related,” Roppo said. “It’s some-
thing that’s competitive that we 
just play. We have been playing 
for the past few summers and 
have been getting pretty good.”
Roppo also enjoys playing 
Call of  Duty with his team-
mate, sophomore forward Drake 
Rademacher.
Roppo has aspirations to play 
basketball overseas after college, 
but is prepared to complete his 
internship and begin his post-
college career.
POSSESSION Senior guard Joey Roppo secures the ball as he is swarmed by defenders. Roppo scored 26 points in the exhibition game.
CHASE TIBBLES/OBSERVER
Joey Roppo 
Career Stats
Points: 338
Rebounds: 112
Assists: 72
Steals: 34
FG%: 37.7
FT%: 85.1
3PFG%: 31.9
  When Central called 
me and let me come on a 
visit here, as soon as I got 
here I knew I wanted to 
come here.
“ “
-Joey Roppo
Senior Guard
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BY ZAC HERETH
Sports Editor
Volleyball 
Central dropped out of  the 
American Volleyball Coaches’ 
Association (AVCA) Top-25 poll, 
despite picking up a pair of  vic-
tories in three-set sweeps against 
Saint Martin’s University (SMU) 
and Seattle Pacifi c University 
(SPU) last week.
The Wildcats took care of  
business against the lighter part 
of  their remaining schedule, 
out-scoring SMU and SPU, a 
combined 6-29 in GNAC play, 
150-98.
Led by sophomore middle 
blocker Sabrina Wheelhouse’s 
13 blocks in the two games, the 
Wildcats held on to their nation-
al lead in blocks per set.
Over the two games, senior 
outside hitter Linden Firethorne 
led Central in kills with 20, and 
senior setter Catie Fry led the 
team in assists with 60.
The Wildcats entered this 
week at 15-3 in GNAC play tied 
for second in the conference 
with Western Washington Uni-
versity (WWU) and one game 
behind the University of  Alaska 
Anchorage (UAA).
Central took on Northwest 
Nazarene University (NNU) on 
the road on Tuesday and lost 
dropping three-straight sets. 
The women tried to make a run, 
leading late in the third set, but 
were unable to hold on to the 
set. 
The loss dropped Central a 
game and a half  behind con-
ference leading UAA, and put 
them in a tie for third with NNU.
Central will now have win 
their next game, and hope for 
two losses by UAA and one loss 
by WWU, to claim a share of  the 
GNAC championship.
They close the season to-
night, in Nicholson Pavilion, 
against Montana State Universi-
ty-Billings at 7 p.m.
Football
The Wildcats sent their se-
niors out on a high-note, with a 
fourth-quarter comeback victo-
ry against Dixie State University 
(DSU), 34-28 last Saturday.
After DSU scored on a one-
yard touchdown run to start 
the fourth quarter, giving them 
a 28-19 lead, Central answered 
with a three-yard touchdown 
pass from junior quarterback 
Justin Lane to sophomore tight 
end Kyle Self, which pulled the 
Wildcats within two points of  
DSU, 28-26.
DSU committed two penal-
ties to start the ensuing drive and 
were forced to a three-and-out 
by Central’s defense.
The Wildcats got the ball 
back and marched down the 
fi eld on a 13-play 75-yard drive, 
taking 8:36 off  the clock, capped 
by a four-yard touchdown run 
by freshman running back 
Christian Cummings. Central 
scored on the two-point conver-
sion, giving them a 34-28 lead, 
with less than two minutes to go 
in the game.
Central leaned on Cum-
mings and fellow freshman run-
ning back Quincy Carter, who 
combined for 197 yards and two 
touchdowns on 42 carries.
Lane threw for 239 yards, 
putting him at 2,001 passing 
yards on the season, making him 
the only GNAC quarterback to 
throw 2,000 yards this season.
Central ended their season 
at 5-5 overall and 3-3 in GNAC 
play, placing them third in the 
conference. 
Men’s basketball
The Wildcats won their fi rst 
game of  the season, defeating 
Simon Fraser University (SFU) 
94-82 in Burnaby, Canada.
Central led most of  the way, 
despite shooting 13 out of  29 
from the free-throw line. The 
Wildcats did most of  their dam-
age in the post, outscoring SFU 
62-34 in the paint.
Senior forward Joseph Stroud 
led the Wildcats with an all-
around eff ort, scoring 22 points, 
grabbing seven rebounds and 
blocking four shots.
Two other seniors had big 
nights for Central. Senior guard 
Devin Matthews contributed 19 
points, nine rebounds and seven 
assists, while fellow senior guard 
Gary Jacobs dropped 17 points 
and had three steals.
This is the team’s second-
straight year opening the season 
with a road win.
Central will travel to Seattle 
to take on the University of  
Hawaii at Hilo on Friday and 
Brigham Young University-Ha-
waii (BYUH) on Saturday.
Central has faced BYUH 
the last three seasons, going 2-1 
against the Seasiders.
The Wildcats will take on 
Walla Walla University for their 
fi rst home game of  the year on 
Saturday, Nov. 28.
Women’s basketball
Central’s women took down 
San Francisco State University 
(SFSU) and Hawaii Pacifi c Uni-
versity (HPU) in back-to-back 
home victories last weekend to 
kick-off  their regular season.
The women relied on a bal-
anced attack to overcome earlier 
turnovers and physical play from 
SFSU, notching a 20-point vic-
tory 59-39.
The Wildcats relied on a bal-
anced scoring-attack, as all 12 
players scored.
Senior forward Alexis Ber-
rysmith was a presence in the 
middle with four blocks, seven 
rebounds and nine points.
Central held the SFSU Ga-
tors to just 10 out of  63 shooting 
from the fl oor and didn’t allow a 
fi eld goal for the fi rst seven min-
utes of  the game.
“Defensively anytime you 
hold a team under 40, you have 
a good chance to win,” head 
coach Jeff  Harada said.
In the second game of  the 
weekend, Central held on to 
beat HPU 51-49. 
Central was able to build a 
14-point lead early, which HPU 
cut to four by the end of  the fi rst 
quarter. Central never trailed 
in the game, but it stayed close 
throughout.
Senior forward Jasmine Park-
er put the team on her back, 
scoring a game high of  21 points 
on 10 out of  14 shots and added 
three blocks.
Sophomore guard Jasmin 
Edwards stuff ed the stat sheet 
for the Wildcats over the week-
end, averaging 6.5 points, nine 
assists, six rebounds, and 2.5 
steals.
The 2-0 start is Central’s fi rst 
since the 2012-2013 season.
Central travels to California 
this week to take on Notre Dame 
de Namur University on Friday 
and the Academy of  Art on Sat-
urday.
The Wildcats come back 
home to face Whitworth Uni-
versity on Wednesday, Nov. 25 
and NNU on Tuesday, Dec. 1.
Central 
Sports 
Update
